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THE YOSEMITE BOOK. 
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VIA BIG OAK FLAT. Miles. 

f Stockton to Copperopolis 36 

) Copperopolis to Chinese Camp 15 

j Chinese Camp to Jacksonville 4 

l Jacksonville to Big Oak Flat g 

63 

Big Oak Flat to Sprague's Ranch 9 

Sprague's Ranch to Big Flume 4 

Big Flume to South Fork, Tuolumne River 3 

South Fork to Hardin’s Ranch 4 

Hardin's Ranch to Tamarack Flat 14 

Tamarack Flat to Boundary Corner, Yosemite 24- 

Boundarv Corner to Lower Hotel 74. 

\ *2 

44J 

Total 107^ 

VIA COULTERVILLE. 

( Stockton to Knight's Ferry 39 

' Knight’s Ferry to Crimea House 12 

Crimea House to Don Pedro’s Bar 9 

Don Pedro’s Bar to Coulterville 14 

71 

\ Coulterville to Bower Cave 12 

j Bower Cave to Black’s 5 

Black’s to Deer Flat 9 

Deer Flat to Hazel Green 54 

Hazel Green to Crane Flat 5 

Crane Flat to Tamarack Flat 4| 

Tamarack Flat to Boundary 2§ 

Boundary Stake to Edge of Valley 04- 

Edge of Valley to Lower Hotel 7 

48 

Total 119* 

VIA BEAR VALLEY AND MARIPOSA. 

Stockton to Tuolumne River 45 

Tuolumne River to Snelling’s 12 

Snelling’s to Hornitos 12 

Hornitos to Bear Valley 9 

Bear Valley to Mariposa 12 

Mariposa to White and Hatch’s H| 

101f 

White and Hatch’s to Clark’s H|. 

Clark’s to Alder Creek 94 

Alder Creek to Empire Camp 3 

Empire Camp to Westfall’s Meadow 34 

Westfall’s Meadow to Inspiration Point 5 

Inspiration Point to Lower Hotel 74 

371- 

Total 1384 


THE YOSEMITE VALLEY. 
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Tims it will be seen that the distances to be travelled by the different 
routes are as follows : 


B. O. Flat. Coulterville. Mariposa. 


On wheels, 63 . . 71 . . lOlf miles. 

Horseback, 44^ . . 484 . . 37£ ’ ’ 


Total, .1071 139J 138f 


And, having given the distances, as above, we will add a few words 
as to the desirability of the different routes. In the first place, it must 
be mentioned that the roads into the Valley all have a great fault ; the 
traveller is obliged to rise from 3,000 to 3,500 feet higher than the point 
which he wishes to reach, namely the bottom of the Yosemite Valley, 
which is only 4,000 feet above the sea-level, while the highest point on 
the Mariposa trail is 7,400 feet in elevation, and the summit on the 
Coulterville and Big Oak Flat side not much less. The reason of this 
is, that the canon of the Merced, which river runs through the Valley, is 
deep and crooked, and has such precipitous sides, that making a road or 
trail through it would he quite difficult and expensive, so that the Valley 
has to he approached not from below but from one side. Still, the Indians 
have a trail on the south side of the Merced, from Clark's ranch, which 
is used by them when the other is closed by snow, and which we sup- 
pose to he at least 2,000 feet lower than the other, and which conse- 
quently is open earlier in the spring and closed later in the autumn. 
If a good trail could he made into the Valley this way, not only would 
the extra climbing and descending he avoided ; but, what is of more 
importance, the Valley would he accessible to travellers not liking to go 
in over the snow, for a much larger time during the season. At present 
there is sometimes a large amount of snow to he crossed in going in, 
on either side, as late as June ; although, usually, the trail is clear in 
May. 


It is usually a great desideratum with travellers to shorten the distance 
to be made on horseback as much as possible, and in this respect it will 
be seen that the Mariposa trail has the advantage, as there are only 37 
miles of horseback riding on that side to 48 on the other. With a little 
expense, however, the trail on the Coulterville side may easily be 
shortened so that it shall not be much longer than the other. This may 
he done by making a straight road from the Bower Cave to Deer Flat, by 
which five or six miles may he saved, as will he seen on the map. A 




